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as a whole to the British side. The problem of gaining Arab
co-operation in accepting responsible posts in the Administra-
tion or in fighting the Turks hung largely on the ability of Great
Britain to give the Arabs tangible evidence that the Turks would
never return to the country. Confiscation of property would be
the least of the reprisals which the Turks would inflict if they
ever returned, as the Arabs well knew; a knowledge confirmed
by Turkish treatment of the Arabs of Kut al-'Amara after its
surrender.
Such assurance could not be given, however, not only for
fear of giving umbrage to the allies of Great Britain, but also
because the question of the advance on Baghdad was still in the
air, and the future status of the country was still in doubt
in official quarters.1 Not even those familiar with the
intimate relationship which Turkish Arabia bore to India or
responsible for the administrative policy of the country could
make reassuring public announcements, although they con-
fidently expected Mesopotamia to be ean Indian appendage'
as Sir Valentine Chirol wrote in 1915, while accompanying the
Viceroy of India on an official visit to Basra.2 The Viceroy
himself on the occasion of the visit had made a speech, inter-
preted by many as foreshadowing annexation to India.3
Private assurances as given by Sir Percy Cox, Chief Political
Officer, on behalf of H.M. Government to various individuals,
such as the Shaikh of Kuwait and the Shaikh of Mohammerah,
had limited credence. To the former, in a letter dated
November 3rd, 19145 three days before the landing at Fao, Sir
Percy Cox had declared that if the British succeeded at Basra,
cwe will not return Basra to the Turkish Government and will
not surrender it back to them at alP.4
* Asquith, Herbert, wrote in his diary, March 25th, 1915. 'Grey and I... both
think that in the real interests of our own future the best thing would be if at
the end of the War we could say that we had taken and gained nothing . . .
Mesopotamia for instance.' Asquith, H. A., op. cit., Vol. II, p. 69.
* Behind the Veil, pp 91-2 (facsimile, p. 119).
3 Proclamations, 1914-19.  Speech No. 6, February 6th, 1915, p. 3.
4 Aitchison, op. cit., Vol. xi, Persian Gulf No. xlii.
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